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PROGRAMME
Opening remarks: MEP Bas Eickhout and MEP Marie Toussaint

Keynote speech: Olivier De Schutter, UN Special Rapporteur on
extreme poverty and human rights

Lead reaction: Mario Nava, Director-General for the Directorate-
General of Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion, European
Commission

Panel debate

o Milena Blichs, Professor of sustainable welfare, University of
Leeds

o Ludovic Voet, Confederal Secretary, European Trade Union
Confederation (ETUC) (tbc)

o Marianna Leite, Director of Programs, Center for Economic and
Social Rights

o Chloé Mikolajczak, Environmental and social justice activist

o Olivier De Schutter, UN Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty
and human rights

Audience Q&A
Closing remarks: MEP Bas Eickhout and MEP Marie Toussaint

The event will be held in English (no interpretation) and will be
livestreamed.

A reception will follow the event for in-person participants (upon
invitation only).

Register to attend in person here: https://ep-
events.europarl.europa.eu/greensefa/event 20251209/e/ce/kk/0b
268ba2d76bf6f193cd70cca2575cda/
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ABSTRACT

Two years after the landmark Beyond Growth 2023 Conference, the European Parliament

will once again host a high-level debate on the future of Europe’s socio-economic model.
Hosted and organised by Bas Eickhout (MEP and Co-President of the Greens/EFA Group)
and Marie Toussaint (MEP and Vice-President of the Greens/EFA Group), in collaboration
with the UN Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights, Olivier De Schutter,
this follow-up event will present and discuss the Roadmap for Eradicating Poverty Beyond

Growth, developed by the Special Rapporteur in close collaboration with UN agencies, EU
institutions, Member States, civil society organisations, trade unions, and leading

academics.

In his landmark 2024 report Eradicating Poverty Beyond Growth (A/HRC/56/61), the
Special Rapporteur called for a decisive shift away from growth-dependent development

strategies towards a human rights economy that puts the effective realisation of human
rights, well-being and planetary boundaries at the centre of economic transformation.
While that report set out the “why” and the “what” of such a shift, the Roadmap for
Eradicating Poverty Beyond Growth now provides the “how”: a comprehensive toolbox of
policy measures across five pillars— economic systems transformation , universal social
protection and essential services, labour and the care economy, climate and resources,
and trade, finance and global solidarity—together with a transversal focus on governance
and participatory democracy.

As the UN debates the next generation of global development goals, and at a time when
the European Commission is preparing both its first EU Anti-Poverty Strategy and an
Intergenerational Fairness Strategy, the Roadmap offers timely and concrete answers to
how to eradicate poverty while staying within planetary boundaries. It shows how
governments, EU institutions and international organisations can prioritise human rights,
equity, care, and sustainability while moving decisively beyond the false inevitabilities of
“growthism”.

Bringing together a wide range of voices from the European Parliament, high-level EU
policymakers, trade unions, civil society leaders, academic experts and activist voices, the
event Beyond Growth Pathways for Eradicating Poverty in the EU will carry forward the

debates initiated at the Beyond Growth 2023 Conference and provide a platform to debate
how the Roadmap’s proposals can inform the EU’s policy agenda to advance poverty
eradication while ensuring both ecological sustainability and social justice, and position
the EU as a leader in shaping post-2030 poverty eradication strategies that move beyond
growth dependence.
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BACKGROUND: A ROADMAP FOR ERADICATING POVERTY BEYOND
GROWTH

The mandate of the Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights is to

examine and report back to Member States on initiatives taken to promote and protect
the rights of those living in extreme poverty. It is in fulfilment of this role that Professor
De Schutter dedicated a report to the fight against poverty in the European Union,
following his visit to the EU (25 November 2020-29 January 2021). It is based in part on
the findings of that report that he recently presented a statement on the future EU anti-

poverty strategy announced by President von der Leyen in the Political Guidelines of the

European Commission 2024-2029.

In July 2024, Professor De Schutter presented his report Eradicating poverty beyond

growth (A/HRC/56/61), which called for a decisive shift away from growth-dependent
development strategies and towards a human rights economy that places the well-being
of people and the planet at the centre of economic transformation. That report set out
the why (why such a shift is needed) and the what (what such a shift entails). Building on
that foundation, the Roadmap for Eradicating Poverty Beyond Growth—an 18-month
initiative launched in early 2025—now provides the how: a comprehensive set of
concrete measures to operationalise this shift. Its recommendations are structured
around five interconnected pillars— economic systems transformation ; universal social
protection and essential services; labour policies and the care economy; climate,
environment and resource management; and trade, finance, debt and global solidarity;
all underpinned by a transversal focus on governance and participatory democracy.
These proposals will be translated into a multi-level toolbox of short-, medium- and long-
term actions tailored to global, EU (and other regional), national and local contexts.

The Roadmap aims to support international efforts towards achieving economic, social,
and cultural rights within planetary boundaries. It will be instrumental in shaping
discussions leading up to the adoption of the next generation of Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) at the SDG Summit in September 2027, ensuring a
development trajectory for the full realization of human rights and reducing dependence
on GDP increase.

The Roadmap is being co-constructed with a broad alliance of UN agencies, EU
institutions, Member States, civil society organisations, trade unions, grassroots
movements, and academic experts from Europe and beyond. Following the Special
Rapporteur’s call for contributions in January 2025, more than 160 submissions have

already been received, reflecting both strong support for, and high expectations around,
this agenda. The Roadmap will be presented as part of the UN Special Rapporteur’s
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report to the Human Rights Council in June/July 2026.
INTERNATIONAL CONTEXT

This initiative comes at a crucial moment in the international agenda. With less than five
years remaining to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the world is far
off track, particularly with regard to poverty eradication (SDG 1). Despite global
commitments, it is estimated that 575 million people will still live in extreme poverty by

2030. At EU level, 93.3 million people remain at risk of poverty and social exclusion.

Traditional poverty reduction strategies, centred on GDP growth and post-market
redistribution, have failed to deliver on their promises, while exacerbating inequality and

driving environmental degradation.

The international community is now preparing for the post-2030 development
framework. At the United Nations Summit of the Future in September 2024, Member
States adopted the Pact for the Future, which provides initial guidance for this new

generation of global goals. In November 2025, world leaders convened in Doha for the
Second World Summit for Social Development, thirty years after the landmark

Copenhagen Summit, to chart a new consensus on social justice and human
development. These debates are reinforced by growing recognition of the need to move
beyond GDP as the dominant measure of progress. The UN Secretary-General has
established a High-Level Expert Group tasked with developing recommendations for new

measures of performance and well-being, expected in early 2026. At the Fourth
International Conference on Financing for Development (FFD4), held on 30 June-4 July
2025 in Seville, Spain, a new international coalition called the ‘Global Alliance on Beyond

GDP’ was launched. Led by Spain, it brings together countries including Portugal, Brazil,
Morocco, Senegal, Chile and Barbados to advance the use of wellbeing metrics. In
parallel, several UN agencies and partners supported the launch of a Youth Network on
Moving Beyond GDP.

Together, these developments signal a broader shift: fighting inequalities and addressing
the climate emergency will require moving decisively beyond growth as the organising
principle of economic, social and environmental policy. The Roadmap for Eradicating
Poverty Beyond Growth is designed to feed directly into these global conversations by
offering context-sensitive policy proposals that align social justice with ecological
sustainability. But while the question of indicators of well-being beyond GDP is of course
central to the initiative, the Roadmap aims to move from indicators to policies, as
"Beyond GDP" indicators focused on wellbeing were recognised as necessary but
insufficient in themselves: they should be combined with accountability tools to guide
changes in consumption and production patterns.
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EUROPEAN DIMENSION

At the European level, the timing is equally decisive. Experts express only “moderate
confidence” that the EU will fully deliver on the objectives of the European Green Deal,
framed explicitly as the EU’s new growth strategy, particularly as its ambition has been
recalibrated with the launch of the Clean Industrial Deal. This package places industrial
competitiveness at the centre of the EU’s climate agenda, while social policies remain
limited to compensatory measures under the banner of a “just transition.” To correct
this imbalance, there is an urgent need to develop the EU eco-social agenda, to ensure
that existing frameworks such as the European Pillar of Social Rights, the European
Green Deal, and the revised EU Economic Governance Framework, fulfill social and
ecological objectives in an integrated manner, for instance by implementing the

European Pillar of Social Rights through eco-social policies.

The current policy cycle presents a window of opportunity: alongside the EU’s first Anti-
Poverty Strategy, the European Commission is preparing an Intergenerational Fairness
Strategy, which could help to embed wellbeing and equity more firmly in the EU 2024—
2029 policy cycle. The European Commission’s Joint Research Centre has clearly
highlighted the achievements undertaken and the challenges remaining to ensure a
European approach to prosperity based on sustainable and inclusive wellbeing. At the

same time, major Horizon Europe initiatives such as the MERGE and the REAL projects
are advancing the knowledge base for a post-growth Europe, underlining that much of
the evidence required to guide policymakers is already at hand. Momentum is also
building across Member States: following the Beyond Growth Conference which took
place in May 2023 in the European Parliament, an EU Wellbeing Economy Coalition was

launched, while several national Beyond Growth Conferences were organised in
Denmark, Italy, Austria, Ireland, France, Portugal, Spain and Estonia creating a wider

European network for post-growth economic thinking.

There is now broad recognition among many policymakers, scholars, and civil society
actors that eradicating poverty within ecological limits requires reorienting our
economies away from growth-centred models and towards approaches that prioritise
human well-being, equity, and sustainability. Growth as currently pursued often
entrenches inequalities and accelerates environmental degradation; its quality,
distributional effects, and beneficiaries matter profoundly in determining whether it
delivers meaningful improvements for those living in poverty. Yet the dominance of GDP
as the primary measure of progress continues to act as a structural and political barrier
to transformation. Shifting the narrative towards a human rights—based and wellbeing-
centred economy is therefore essential, placing equity, sustainability, and dignity above
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aggregate output expansion. The central question is no longer whether growth can be
sustained, but how poverty can be eradicated with the least possible dependence on
economic growth.

The key challenge now lies in translating this knowledge into bold and coherent action.
This event in the European Parliament therefore provides an opportunity for EU
stakeholders to assess and debate the Roadmap’s concrete proposals. It responds
directly to the limits of the growth model underpinning the European project, which
did not manage to overcome structural exclusion, precarity and relative poverty, while
simultaneously deepening ecological and social inequalities. Against this backdrop, the
Roadmap invites the EU to rethink its economic model, pioneer new approaches to
poverty eradication, and contribute to shaping the global post-2030 agenda in ways
that deliver both social justice and ecological sustainability.

CONTACT INFORMATION

e Theresa Doetsch (Team MEP Bas Eickhout) theresa.doetsch@europarl.europa.eu
e Maino Van Alfen (Team MEP Marie Toussaint) maino.vanalfen@europarl.europa.eu
e Francois Denuit (Team UNSREP Olivier De Schutter) francois.denuit@srpoverty.org



mailto:theresa.doetsch@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:maino.vanalfen@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:francois.denuit@srpoverty.org

¢/7Z3%\, SPECIAL PROCEDURES
(&&4))Y UNITED NATIONS
52" HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL

@5 NEW ECONOMIES FOR


https://ep-events.europarl.europa.eu/greensefa/event_20251209/e/ce/kk/0b268ba2d76bf6f193cd70cca2575cda/

